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When there’s no place that’s home

Leader Wedding fair will raise money for Homeless Youth Initiative

By Laura Marlow
For the Leader

It’s tough to be a teenager under just
about any circumstances, but navigating
the course of adolescence becomes even
harder without a place to call home.
Nearly 150 kids under age 18 in Jeffer-
son County are listed in school rolls as
“homeless.”

“Jefferson County homelessness is
much different than what you think of in
the city,” said Amanda Fouts, one of two
social workers at Northwest High School,
where there are an estimated 42 students
listed as homeless for this school year.
“You think of people in shelters, on park
benches. But for people here, it’s more
about losing their home or getting kicked
out of where they’re staying and then
having to find friends or family members
who will take them in. They have no fixed
living arrangement.”

For teens, especially, homelessness
means constant stress and insecurity.

“It’s not being able to go home to
your own room, your own bed,” Fouts
said. “When you’re living with another
family, or on your own, you are uncom-
fortable. You don’t feel secure. That af-
fects kids here at school.”

There is help, though, for local young
people who face the challenges of having
no permanent home. The Homeless Youth
Initiative, begun in 2011, has focused on
helping these youngsters become self-
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The youth of St. Martin’s Unlted Church of Christ in Dlttmer spent the day Oct 11
building “Box City,” where they spent the night to experience homelessness and to
raise awareness of homeless young people in the county. The event brought in $2,100.

sufficient, stay in school and develop
the tools and resources they need to be
successful in college and beyond.

Wedding Fair admission
will help homeless youth

The $3 admission fee collected at the
Leader Wedding Fair on Sunday, Jan. 25,
will go this year to the Homeless Youth
Initiative, a nonprofit organization that
provides support for 15-to-18-year-olds
who do not live with their parents while
attending high school.

Director Robin Scott said the group
works with counselors and social workers
at all 11 public high schools in Jefferson
County. This school year the tally of
students who qualify as homeless is 138,
Scott said.

Four years ago, “A couple of ladies
and social workers started it (the effort to
help), and we now have about 90 stake-
holders,” Scott said.

She said all the staff are volunteers.

“We work through all the county
high schools, with social workers and
counselors. We try to find out what the

What can I do to help the Homeless Youth Initiative?

The homelessness problem is some-
thing that has complex causes and no sim-
ple, sweeping solution.

But there are things people can do to
help Jefferson County teens who do not live
with their parents and have no permanent
home.

m Volunteer with the Homeless Youth
Initiative, a nonprofit group that provides a
variety of resources to schools that have
homeless students enrolled

m Donate personal care products, such
as travel-sized shampoo and conditioner;
deodorant; toothpaste and floss; feminine
products, etc. A donation site will be set up
at the Leader Wedding Fair on Jan. 25 to
accept items.

Affordable weddings, any budget.
Choose a complete package
or invite your own vendors.

m Donate coats and other clothing to
the Caring Community Closet at Valley
Middle School, to Clothing Our Commu-
nity at De Soto High School or to any of
the local church or civic organizations that
provide free or low-cost clothing to fami-
lies in need.

m Donate supplies to any of the pro-
grams at local schools that provide food for
students to take home on Fridays for the
weekend

m Donate gift cards or gas cards.

“When a family is struggling to keep
their heads above water, the luxuries are
the first thing to go,” said Amanda Fouts, a
social worker at Northwest High School who
works with homeless teens. “These kids,

Take a Tour! 636-346-4157

housespringslionshall@gmail.com
6482 HWY MM, House Springs

their faces light up when they get a pack-
age of the ‘good’ brand of cookies. They get
super-excited to get gift cards to Taco Bell or
something, because they just don'’t get that
kind of thing.”

m Donate cash. Monetary gifts help pro-
vide supplies, pay for college entrance exam
expenses, purchase holiday gifts and much
more. Gifts to the Homeless Youth Initiative
are tax-deductible.

To learn more about the Homeless Youth
Initiative or to download a donation form, go
to  www.disabilityresourceassociation.org
and click on “DRA Programs.”

To contact the group directly, call 636-
931-7696, ext. 158; or mail to 130 Brandon
Wallace Way, Festus, 63028.
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homeless youth need. Our goal is to help
them graduate high school.”

For some kids, help might come
in the form of personal care items like
shampoo and toothpaste.

“When you’re that age, staying clean
is important,” Scott said. “You want to fit
in with your peers.”

People who come to the Leader Wed-
ding Fair are invited to bring personal
care items to donate.

For other homeless kids, the best
help might be simply having a place to

See HOMELESS, Page 5B
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Save

. on cleaning and
~ boxing of your
~ wedding gown.
% Cleaning only
. starts at $75,

. cleaned and
S boxed starts at
H $135.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
e All dry cleaning is done on site.
* Most cleaning 24 hour turn around.
e Extra large washers.
e Short on time? We offer
drop-off laundry!

We have unclaimed wedding gowns

- cleaned and ready for
your wedding. Various sizes.

Jefferson Square

Cleaners
#40 Jefferson Square

De Soto, MO 63020
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ered Chef’

dwc/over the chef m YOU

Start your new life together with a kitchen full of quality
kitchen tools from the Pampered Chef.

Schedule a Pampered Chef
Bridal Shower or cooking show.

Gerri Chervenak

314-630-8374

Independent Consultant






